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PRELIMINARY NOTE

THE present work — Sasitkalpasuryodaya—of St
Venkatanatha who lived about 1268-1369 a.D. is an
allegorical drama, the forerunner of which is the Prado-
dhacandrodaya of Krspa Mis'ra who lived about the
end of the eleventh century. This work is to Visista-
dvaita, vedanta of S'r1i Ramanuja what Prabodha-
candrodaya is to Advaita vedanta of S'ri Sankara.
The latter work is a drama in six acts where Krsna
Misra links up the Advaita vedanta to Visnu-bhakti
. (Devotion to Visnu) and depicts the “attainment of
enlightenment and liberation (mukts) on the rising
(udaya) of the moon of true knowledge (Prabodha-
candra). Saimkalpasuryodaya is a similar drama in
ten acts where Venkatanatha links up Vigistadvaita
vedanta to Devotion to the Lord (bkakti) and Divine
Grace; and depicts the attainment of enlightenment
and liberation (snukti) on the rising (#daya) of the sun
(Smrya) of Sarkalpa—Divine Resolve to secure the
bliss of liberation for the bhakta or devotee. As may
be expected in an allegorical drama, the Dramatis
Personae are the forces of the Good Law formed by
Viveka (Wisdom), Sumati (Good Sense), Purusa (Jiva),
Visnu-bhakti (Devotion to Vispu), Samkalpa (Divine
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Will or Grace) etc., battling with and conquering the
forces of evil formed by Mahamoha (The Great
Illusion), Durmati (Evil Sense), Raga (Attachment),
Dvesa (Hatred), Lobha (Greed), Durvasani (Evil
Propensity) etc.

The present edition of the Sawmkalpasuryodaya is
published with two reputed commentaries one of which
has not "been published hitherto, and the other is only
half-published. The commentary called Prabhavilasa
by Ahobalacarya is now published for the first time.

The second commentary is by Nrsimharaja. Only
part of it—for acts 1 to 5 only—was printed in Telugu
characters and published in 1901 as No. 4 of Conjee-
varam Q. L. Institution Seriés. In this edition, the
commentary is attributed to Bharadvaja S’ rinivasacarya
though it is identical with that of N 1sithhardja as found
in the Adyar-Library Manuscript (39. A. 16). In the
Conjeevaram edition, an anonymous commentary was
included for the acts 6 to 10 while the present edition
contains Nrsithharzja’s commentary for the whole
(1 to 10 acts) so that the whole of Nrsimharaja’s
commentary is now published here for the first time.

Further details on this wil] be found in the Preface
and on other related topics in the Foreword to the
first part already published,

1st October 1948 G. SrINIVASA MurrTl],
Honorary Director
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